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York, could expect to be murdered by that age. In spite of this gloomy 
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policies may be contributing. An appendix discusses the estimation of 
homicide probabilities for 1998. (SLD) 



UD 033 505 

Davis, Gareth G. ; Muhlhausen, David B. 

Young African-American Males: Continuing Victims of High 
Homicide Rates in Urban Communities. 

Heritage Foundation, Washington, DC. Center for Data 
Analysis . 

CDA-00-05 
2000-05-02 
14p . 

Heritage Foundation, 214 Massachusetts Ave . , N.E., 
Washington, DC 20002. Tel: 202-546-4400; Web site: 
http : / /www . heritage . org . 

Reports - Research (143) 

MF01/PC01 Plus Postage. 

* Adolescents ; *Blacks; ^Homicide; *Males; Urban Youth; 
Violence; *Young Adults 
*African Americans 



To measure the extent of the progress that has been made in 




Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made 
from the original document. 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
Office of Educational Research and improvement 

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION 
CENTER (ERIC) 

H^This document has been reproduced as 
received from the person or organization 
originating it. 

□ Minor changes have been made to 
improve reproduction quality. 



Points of view or opinions stated in this 
document do not necessarily represent 
official OERI position or policy. 




A Report 

of The Heritage Center 
for Data Analysis 



Young African-American 
Males: Continuing Victims 
of High Homicide Rates in 
Urban Communities 

Gareth G. Davis and David B. Muhlhausen 
CDA00-05 May 2, 2000 



214 Massachusetts Avenue, NE« Washington, DC 20002 «(202) 546-4400 •www.heritage.org 



NOTE: Nothing written here is to be construed as necessarily reflecting the views of The Heritage Foundation or as 
an attempt to aid or hinder the passage of any bill before Congress. 




3 



CDA00-05 



May 2, 2000 



Young African-American Males: 
Continuing Victims of High Homicide 
Rates in Urban Communities 

Gareth G. Davis and David B. Muhlhausen 



D espite a welcome decline in violent 

crime rates nationwide, African-Amer- 
ican males are still dying from criminal 
homicides at an alarming rate. According to 
statistics from the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion (FBI), violent crime in the United States 
has fallen since 1991. 1 Politicians of both par- 
ties have hailed the news of this recent decline, 
but violent crime rates remain unacceptably 
high and continue to be well above levels 
experienced before the 1960s. 2 

To measure the extent of the progress that 
has been made in the fight against violent 
crime over the past decade, and to get some 
perspective on the progress that must still be 
made, Heritage Foundation analysts examined 
the data for one of America’s most vulnerable 
groups — young African-American males who 
reside in eight of the nation’s largest urban 



communities. The jurisdictions examined were 
Baltimore, Maryland; Brooklyn, New York; 
Chicago, Illinois; Detroit, Michigan; Los Ange- 
les, California; New Orleans, Louisiana; Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania; and Washington, D.C. 3 

The analysis of 1991 and 1997 homicide 
data from these communities finds that, 
despite some progress, urban black males con- 
tinue to face a high risk of dying from homi- 
cide, even after accounting for the recent fall in 
homicide rates. 4 Based on 1998 data for the 
eight communities studied, 5 a 15-year-old 
urban African-American male faces a probabil- 
ity of being murdered before reaching his 45 th 
birthday that ranges from almost 8.5 percent 
in the District of Columbia to just under 2.0 
percent in Brooklyn, New York. By compari- 
son, the probability of being murdered by age 



1. Data compiled from U.S. Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 
Uniform Crime Reports, 1991 to 1998 editions. 

2. In 1998, the violent crime and homicide rates per 100,000 were, respectively, 252 percent and 23.5 percent 
higher than in 1960. Data for 1960 were obtained from the U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Sta- 
tistics, at http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/. Data for 1998 were obtained from U.S Department of Justice, Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States 1998: Uniform Crime Reports, 1999. 

3. For specific jurisdictions examined, see the Methodology, page 3. 

4. Data on homicides from the FBI’s 1991, 1997, and 1998 Uniform Crime Reports. Data on causes of death from 
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control’s Compressed Mortality Files for 1991 and 1997. See CDC WONDER at 
http://www.cdc.gov/scientific.htm. For a description of the methodology, see page 3. 

5. U.S. Bureau of the Census, Population Estimates Program, Population Division, “Counties Ranked by Black 
Population in 1998” (Table CO-98-16), September 15, 1999. 
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45 is 2.21 percent nationally for all U.S. black 
males and 0.29 percent for all white males. 6 

A Ray of Hope. Despite these grim findings, 
there are encouraging results from the analysis as 
well. Between 1991 and 1998, African-American 
males in all of the jurisdictions the Heritage staff 
analyzed, apart from Baltimore, experienced a 
drop in the risk that they would be murdered. The 
most spectacular decrease occurred in Brooklyn, 
New York, where the risk of death by homicide for 
black males in 1998 declined by more than two- 
thirds from the risk in 1991. Over the same 
period, African-American males in Los Angeles 
County experienced a 50 percent decline in the 
risk of homicide. 

The widely uneven pace of the decline in mur- 
der rates in Brooklyn, Los Angeles County, and 
other cities strongly suggests that city- and county- 
specific factors, such as criminal justice and polic- 
ing policies, may play a key role in driving down 
crime rates. For example, during the mid-1990s, 
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani and Police Commissioner 
William Bratton implemented sweeping manage- 
rial reforms in the New York City Police Depart- 
ment. 7 Based on the empirical evidence over time, 
it would be possible for policy analysts to examine 
the role that these relatively new policies may have 
played in the faster-than-average decline in Brook- 
lyn’s murder rate. 

MEASURING THE PROBABLIITY 
OF HOMICIDE 

Analysts in The Heritage Foundation’s Center for 
Data Analysis (CDA) used data on homicide 
deaths from the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
and the U.S. Centers for Disease Control (CDC) to 
examine the continuing impact of high murder 
rates on urban minority communities during the 
1990s. 



To begin measuring the human impact of homi- 
cide within these communities, the Heritage ana- 
lysts calculated the average probability that a 15- 
year-old black male would be murdered before 
reaching his 45th birthday in the eight above- 
listed urban counties with large African-American 
populations. 

Despite the recent reductions in crime rates 
across the nation, African-American males in each 
of these eight urban areas continue to face an 
extremely high probability of being killed before 
they reach middle age. (See Chart 1.) For example: 

• Based on 1998 murder rates, approximately 
one in every 12 black 15-year-old males who 
live in Washington, D.C., can expect to be 
murdered before reaching age 45. 

• For Brooklyn, the major urban community 
with the lowest 1998 homicide rates for young 
black males, roughly one in every 53 black 15- 
year-old males will die from homicide before 
reaching their 45 th birthday. 

• By contrast, based on the 1998 murder rates, 
the average 15-year-old U.S. male faces a very 
low one-in-185 probability of being murdered 
before reaching age 45. Nationally, a similarly 
aged black male faces an average probability of 
one in 45 that he will die from homicide before 
reaching age 45. An average white male faces a 
one-in-345 probability of being murdered 
before reaching age 45. 

A Risk Worse than Military Combat? An analysis 
of historical data shows that, despite different time 
spans, serving in the U.S. military during wartime 
may be preferable to living in some urban commu- 
nities today. 8 

• The average probability of being murdered in 
1998 before reaching age 45 for a young black 
male ranged from 8.47 percent in Washington, 
D.C., to 1.89 percent in Brooklyn. 



6. Based on data from the FBI’s 1997 and 1998 Uniform Crime Reports and the CDC’s 1997 Compressed Mortality Files. 

7. For a firsthand account of the managerial changes in the New York City Police Department, see William J. Bratton, 
“Cutting Crime and Restoring Order: What America Can Learn from New York's Finest, ” Heritage Lecture No. 573, 
October 15, 1996. 

8. Figures were calculated from data provided by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, Office of Public Affairs, at 
http://www.va.gov/pressrel/amwars9 7. htm . 
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